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Prelude 

 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn      “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Confession & Forgiveness   Genesis 17:7; Psalm 22:27; 

Romans 5:6, 9–10 
 

P God established an everlasting covenant with Abraham, 

C but our faith has waxed and waned. O Lord, forgive our 

forgetfulness of Your unchanging grace. 
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P David wrote, “All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn 

to the LORD,” 

C but we have failed to remind one another of God’s mercy 

and love. O Lord, forgive our hesitancy to share the news of 

Your gracious presence. 

 

P Paul wrote that because Christ died for the ungodly, we are 

justified by His blood, 

C but we have tried to hide our sinfulness. O Lord, forgive our 

blindness to the necessary sacrifice of our Savior. 

 

P God sent His Son into the world with one purpose: to save us 

from the wrath of God. “For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, now that 

we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.” As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your 

sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your 

mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen to 

the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the 

soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 
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Old Testament Lesson            Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 
 When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and 

said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I 

may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you 

greatly.” Then Abram fell on his face. And God said to him, “Behold, my 

covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. 

No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be 

Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will 

make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings 

shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you 

and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting 

covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. . . . 

 And God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her 

name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and moreover, I 

will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall become nations; 

kings of peoples shall come from her.” 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Epistle Lesson              Romans 5:1-11 
 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by 

faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 

God. More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 

produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character 

produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 

been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to 

us. 

 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good 

person one would dare even to die— but God shows his love for us in that 

while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now 

been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the 

wrath of God. For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by 

the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be 

saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation. 
 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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We stand. 
Verse for Lent 

 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel                Mark 8:27-38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 8th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
   

 And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. 

And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And 

they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of 

the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 

answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no 

one about him. 

 And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things 

and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be 

killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter 

took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his 

disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not 

setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.” 

 And he called to him the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If 

anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a 

man to gain the whole world and forfeit his life? For what can a man give in 

return for his life? For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this 

adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be 

ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 

Hymn of the Day   “What Is the World to Me” 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon          “The Ups and Downs”   Pastor Michael Geml 
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We stand. 
Nicene Creed 
 I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 

the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of the Church 
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Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P Isaiah wrote, “I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and 

lifted up; and the train of His robe filled the temple. Above Him 

stood the seraphim. . . . And one called to another and said: 

C ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of His glory!’ ” 
 

P When Jesus entered Jerusalem, “those who went before and 

those who followed were shouting, 

C ‘Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest!’ ” 
 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to 

bear our sin and be our Savior. We rejoice to receive the 

salvation He won for us by the sacrifice of His body and blood. 
 

Forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit; 

gather us with all the faithful from the ends of the earth for the 

marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
 

To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with 

the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

We sit. 
 

 

Distribution 

 

 

We stand. 
Dismissal 

 

 

Post-Communion Collect 

P O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 

C and His mercy endures forever. 

 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that Your Son let 

nothing keep Him from the cross and that through this 

Sacrament You have given purpose to our lives. Continue to 

strengthen us that we may grow in faith toward You and in 

fervent love toward one another, through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Benediction 
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Closing Hymn  “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 
Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222 
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Postlude 


